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Md Cutts offcidly resig rE from G@g le - Seach ErE ine Lad

Search

SUBMIT

Matt Cutts officially resigns from Google
Matt Cutts is the new director of engineering at the US Digital Service. He has

been on leave with Google since 2014 and officially resigned at the end of 2016.

SEO

Barry Sch\,l/arE on January 19,2017 al 12:11 pm

.a congratulates the 2OI9 wlnner
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7t1tm19 Matt Cutts cficidly.esig16 fro.n Goog le - Seach ErE irE l-ard

Matt Cutts, the former head of search quality at Google, has anltalnced he officially resigned from
Google as of December 3'1, 2016. He has decided to stay on with the US Digital Service and has
been appointed the director of engineering for that govemrnental departrnent.

Matt Cutts first went on leave at Google in 2014 and decided to extend his leave shortly thereafter.
Then in May 2015, he was reolaced in his job by an unnamed Googler. After that, he confirmed he
was still on leave with Google.

Working for the governrnent doesn't pay as well as a big company in Silicon Valley. We
don't get any free lunches. Many days are incredibly frustrating. Al lcan tell you is that the
work is deeply important and inspiring, and you have a chance to work on things that
genuinely make peoples'lives better. A friend who started working in this space several
years ago told rne 'These last five years have been the hardest and worst and best and
rnost rewarding I think I will ever have."

Matt shared this video to explain why he finds what the USDS does to be so important

tlF6/se cherEindard.conynEtt-cuts-cff cidllt resigrB-google-267801

t'

ln mid-20'16, he started working with the US Digital Service team, and he has enjoyed it so much, he
decided to nnke it official. He is ofiicially no longer on leave with Google. He is now the director of
engineering of the USDS.

Matt wrote:

Matt Cutts was one of the flrst 100 employees at Google. He was one of the nrost well-known
Googlers within the search rnarketing industry. He has spoken at rnany ofour conferences and
provided invaluable contributions to our industry and to Google. But it was tinre for him to move on
and work on big government problems instead of working on problens at Google.

\

I
t

t.t
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Mott Cutts, Google's
Former Heqd of Web
Spqm, Explqins Why
He Left Google for
USDS

L-- 'August ll,2016
SHARES READS

htps:/ r 
'w.searctstgirqdrnd.cdrrn€t-cuts-googles-fdfiEr-h€+u€tlsparDedair6-ld-gogle-usds/17m1&l6e
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Google Ads Automation Software

ADVERTISEMENT

tVott Cutts, once Google's heod of the Web Spom teom,

hos been on leove since 2014. Whot wos originolly

intended to be o leove of severol months hos extended to

over 2 yeors.

ln the yeors thot followed the originol 2014

onnouncement, Cutts would provide updotes stoting he's

still o port of the Google teom, despite no longer holding

the position he once did. The question of whot he'll be

doing next ond when he'll be coming bock remoined

uncleor until recently.

httpsr^,r,r,r,wsearcheng inQolrnal .corrynEtt-cutts-g oog les-fornEr-hea4\^leL>spanFeS airE-lefl-g oog le-usG/1 706081#clc'e 6126

Mat Cutb, Go€le's FdrEr H€d cf \rJeb Span EdairE Wtry He L€ft Goog le fc USDS - Se4ch ErEirE Jornd

bx

opteo helps Google Ads managers

llnd and make oplam isations
quickly Try f ree for 30 daysl \-/

Nulott Cutts will continue to be on leove from Google,

onnouncing in.June thot he'll be joining the United Stotes

Digitol Service (USDS). Cutts will be working in the

Pentogon with the Defense DigitolService teom.
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Providing little more informotion in his brief updote,

questions were still up in the oir os to why Cutts left

Google for the USDS ofter being such on integrol port of

the Google fomily for so mony yeors. Cutts himself

onswered thot question this week on Quoro.

ln hisrelponse, Cutts stoted thot the ideo the ideo of

helping the government work better hos been on his

mind for o while - on ideo which wos fueled by those

oround him moking o difference by tockling oll kinds of

government projects.

ADVERTISEMENT

The combinotion of being on ideolist, seeing his peers

work on these kinds of projects, ond feeling confident in

his former teom ot Google ultimotely led to Cutts'

decision to join USDS.

Here's how Cutts exploins it in his own words

http67fu^M asearctErE irqqJrnal.cdrvnEtt-cutts-go€ les-fornEr-hea+u€b-sparn-edains-lefi-google-usdv170608lrblce 7D6
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So: I'm fundomentolly on ideolist, ond the

ideo of trying to help oppeoled to me. A

bunch of people thot I respect ond like were

olso doing it. hrly former teom ot Google wos

doing well. And lwos ot o ploce in my life

where lcould spend several months in DC.

The finol nudge come ot o conference

eorlier this yeor when I hod dinner wif h Holey

Von Dyck, on eorly member of the USDS.

After tolking to her, the question become:

why wouldn't you do this?

lf you're interested in whot exoctly Cutts is doing ot the

USDS, wellyou'll be hoppy to know he's been especiolly

octive on Quoro lotely. For more informotion, reod his

response here.

CATEGORY N EWS

htts6:/i^^l/,*sesrcherE inej0(!.nal.cdr/nd-cutts.g oog les-for riEr- hea$uE$sparDed airE- left-g oog l+ rrsG/1706&#dc6e 8J26
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I Matt cutts.

e

n did

E IPUBLISHED

g, bespecticled

T-shirt saying i

m on I-afavette

House

The head ofthe U.S. Digital Service listened to reports from employees providing

cybersecurity training to Army recruits in Georgia and others assisting FEMA workers

in Puerto Rico. Staffers in the room tapped on laptops, a multi-hued, gender-balanced

group in T-shirts and hoodies, sporting hipster-length beards and tattoos-tattoos in

the shape of the government agency's logo.

Toward the end ofthe meeting, Cutts passed out stickers in honor ofa departing

staffer and announced that the agency's in-house counsel would soon be taking on

new responsibilities. "So if you know a super-smart, tech-sawy lawyer who wants to

make a lot less money," he deadpanned, "send him my way."

That the scene is more Silicon Valley than West W{ng is no accident. USDS was created

in part to demonstrate how offcial Washington might look if it were run like a start-up

Its ranks are filled with people who, by government standards, might as well belong to
an invasive species: software engineers, web designers, product managers, and other

veterans of the technology industry. "A ragged band of 180 geeks," as Cutts puts it.

http6:i r r,w\,r€shirEtoria\.c$l2o18n0f21/.YEd-ryEt-cutts-thaob6n+epdnteettE-trurpadrinslraliorFlc^Es/ 3!14
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7t1m19 Met tE ObanE Appdntee tE Tnfip Adriristalio Lo\Es

And one minor internet celebrity-maybe you're one of the 9.9 million who've seen

Cutts's "Try Something New for 30 Days" TED Talk.

Cutts was employee numb€r 71 at Google. He took a sabbatical from the web giant in

2016, then gave up his career at the company-along with his stock options-to become

USDS'S head engineer, and ultimately its acting administrator. [t was somewhat akin to

Alex Ovechkin spending the off-season working out with a recreational hockey team

in, say, San Antonio, then quitting the NHL to become the rec team's coach.

I cutts leads a meeting at agency headquarters, a townhouse on tafayette square

But the unconventional profile isn't the only thing that distinguishes the 46-year-old

cutts in Trump-era DC. Barack Obama hatched USDS in 2014 in response to the

bungled rollout of the Healthcare.gov website. By embedding software engineers inside

the executive branch, the idea went, you could head offproblems at the places where

government interfaces with huge swaths of the public. Cufts-a registered Independent

-joined the agency under Obama, then stuck around to guide it through the transition

to President Trump. He's still in charge, earning praise from Democrats and

Republicans alike, and his squad is one ofthe few Obama-era initiatives the Trump

administration has unambivalently embraced.

How has a soft-spoken, relentlessly genial obama appointee survived the bombast and

brinksmanship ofthe past two yea.rs? Cutts stresses that he has neverjoined any

political tribe. "l got a good appreciation of different points of view growing up," he

httpsJ r,t e.\,r6firEtqialcqrr2ol&1ff21lnEet-nEn-cutts-UE-obanE-+cifitee-tet urpadtirisbdio.!.loEs/ 4t14
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says, describing how his mother, a kindergarten teacher and evangelical Christian,

insisted that he and his brother attend church every Sunday, even though his father, a

physics professor, declined.

Cutts, whose Google career was devoted to bolstering users'trust in what they search

on the internet, sees his currentjob in similarly lofty terms.'"There are so many things

that need to be fixed-that's something everyone can agree on," he says. "We get to

work on projects tiat matter, that are high-impact and nonpartisan. For me, it's an easy

sell."

Now he just has to keep selling others like him-even as he deals with an unimaginable

personal loss.

Advertisement

Cutts, who grew up in Kentucky and learned to program on a Commodore &1, had

joined Google in 2000, back when founders Sergey Brin and Larry Page organized

weekly roller-hockey games. He scaled the ranks, eventually heading the "web spam"

team that worked to prevent third parties from pushing pornography, hoaxes, and

other noxious content to the top ofsearch results. He became known for his videos

dispelling conspiracy theories about how Google ranked web pages-charges Trump

himself recently revived-once recording 70 spots in a single day. And he started a blog

that explained the science of search-engine technology but also included investing tips

htF6l Mri',wrstirEtai .cqrv2ol&l021/rrEd-rEt-cuts-tlE-obdna-#,ntee-tr€-lnrrpadyirasfdiqrl(n€6/ 914

Outshine
Your Competitors

rn
How

x

A while back, Cutts learned a nerdy no'n6 for a philosophy that he pushes on his

charges at USDS: "commitmetrt escalation" It's something he's familiar with. When

Google went public in 2004, dozens of early hires, now multimillionaires, jumped ship

for start-ups, philanthropy, or early retirement. Cutts got rich, too, but stayed on. On

the most recent financial-disclosure statement he filed v/ith the Of{ice of Government

Ethics, he listed income and assets valued at between $75 million and $228 million.
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(he's a devotee of low-cost index funds), images of his Halloween costumes

('Sometimes I get a little too excited'), and his favorite Italian-hoagie recipe fteavy on

the sliced meat).

After a decade, Cutts looked for new horizons. A less-than-chiseled specimen, he took
up running and within three years completed five marathons and ultramarathons,

including a 50-miler. "He wants to do things that are hard and challenging, that other
people haven't thought about," says Amy Schaumburg, a friend and running partner.

Every day for a month, he biked five miles to work as part ofa "30-day challenge,"

inspired by filmmaker Morgan Spurlock. Cutts chronicled more challenges on his blog:

going vegan, not sending e-mail after 9 pm, learning the ukulele. He turned the fodder

into an impromptu TED Talk at a conference in 2011-which became one of the most

watched TED Talks of all time.

Then in 2014, Cutts informed readers of his blog that he was t2king a leave of absence

from Google "to be there for my wife more." Cindy Cutts had initially struggled to

adjust to life in Silicon Valley. Matt had promised to spend four years at Google. But

some 15 years had passed, so he told her to "pick what's next." The couple moved to

Omaha, Cindy's hometown.

Cutts explored a switch to the public sector, including running for office, but Cindy

nixed the idea. "She didn't want her family to be subjected to the scrutiny," he says.

"Besides, I don't have a chin." During the 2014 election cycle, Cutts gave $295,000 to
Friends of Democracy, a super-PAC that supports public funding of political campaigns

-contributions that made him the technology sector's fifth-biggest overall individual

donor.

At another TED conference, in early 2016, Cutts had dinner with Haley Van Dyck,

deputy administrator of the fledgling U.S. Digital Service, which was drawing talent

from Silicon Valley's biggest companies, including Google, Tu/itter, and Facebook. "l

was starting to see enough people who I trust and have a lot of stake in going to DC

and trying to do something important," Cutts says. "At some point, I needed to find out

what's going on here."

https:/A^r /i{v6hirE tdlia.,.cdrffi1gl1A21htEEl-nEtt-cutts-the-obanE-epd ntee-the trurr,-adri ristratjorF lo\es/ 6114


